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DELIVERY OPENING OF BUSINES S

FOR CHIEF OF MISSIO N

SUBJECT : PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO NE WIN ON NARCOTICS CON-
TRO L

1 . REQUEST YOU DELIVER IMMEDIATELY TO BURMESE AMBASSADO R
CHIT MYAING FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO GENERA L
NE WIN, CHAIRMAN, BURMA'S REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, WHO I S
PRESENTLY IN LONDON .

VERBATIM TEXT :

DEAR MR . CHAIRMAN :

I HAVE BEEN MOST GRATIFIED TO LEARN OF YOUR PERSONAL IN-
TEREST AND UNDERSTANDING WITH RESPECT TO THE PROBLEM OF TH E
ILLICIT PRODUCTION AND TRAFFICKING IN NARCOTICS IN CERTAI N
PARTS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA, INCLUDING BURMA .

AS YOU KNOW, THE PROBLEM OF DRUG ABUSE WORLD-WIDE HAS BE -
COME INCREASINGLY SERIOUS IN RECENT YEARS, NECESSITATIN G
THAT THE HIGHEST PRIORITY BE ASSIGNED TO INTERNATIONAL CO -
OPERATION IN DEVELOPING SOLUTIONS . TO FURTHER OUR MUTUA L
INTEREST IN REDUCING THE SUPPLY OF ILLICIT NARCOTICS, I
WOULD HOPE TO SEE AN INCREASING EXCHANGE OF INFORMATIO N
AND VIEWS BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS . WITH THIS IN MIND ,
I WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD MEET AT AN EARLY DATE WIT H
NELSON G . GROSS, WHOM I HAVE DESIGNATED AS MY PERSONA L
REPRESENTATIVE FOR THIS PURPOSE .

MR . GROSS IS NOW SERVING AS SENIOR ADVISER TO THE SECRE -
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TARY OF STATE AND COORDINATOR FOR INTERNATIONAL NARCOTIC S
MATTERS . IN THIS CAPACITY, HE HAS PRIMARY RESPONSIBILIT Y
FOR THE COORDINATION OF THE UNITED STATES INTERNATIONA L
ACTIVITIES IN THE NARCOTICS FIELD. AS SUCH HE HAS MY FULL
CONFIDENCE AND THAT OF SECRETARY OF STATE ROGERS, WHO SERVE S
AS CHAIRMAN OF OUR CABINET COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONA L
NARCOTICS CONTROL .

I BELIEVE YOU WOULD FIND A MEETING W ITH HIM USEFUL, AN D
I KNOW THAT HE WOULD FIND A DISCUSSION WITH YOU MOST

REWARDING IN CONNECTION WITH THE RESPONSIBILITIES THAT H E
HAS BEEN ASKED TO UNDERTAKE .

I HAVE ASKED AMBASSADOR ANNENBERG TO DELIVER THIS LETTE R
TO AMBASSADOR CHIT MYAING PERSONALLY . MAY I SUGGEST THAT ,
IF IT IS CONVENIENT, YOU ADVISE AMBASSADOR ANNENBERG O F
THE DATE WHEN IT WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO YOU TO RECEIVE MR .
GROSS . END VERBATIM TEX T

SIGNED LETTER WILL FOLLOW BY AIR POUCH .

2 . PLEASE ADVISE DEPARTMENT BY IMMEDIATE CABLE WHEN IN -
FORMED OF DATE AGREEABLE TO NE WIN TO RECEIVE GROSS . W E
UNDERSTAND NE WIN WILL BE AVAILABLE IN LONDON UNTIL AT LEAS T
NOVEMBER 30 . GROSS WILL ARRANGE TO COME TO LONDON A S
SOON AS APPOINTMENT DATE FIRM . HOWEVER, WOULD PREFER DAT E
AS LATE AS POSSIBLE, SINCE MUST BE IN EUROPE FOR CHIEFS O F
MISSION MEETING WEEK OF DECEMBER E AND WOULD PREFER THAI WEE K
IN ORDER TO AVOID TWO TRIPS . ROGER S
BT




